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It is now well established that as the honeybee ecto-parasitic mite Varroa destrutor spread around 
the world, it introduced a new viral transmission route. This was exploited by one particular viral 
pathogen the deformed wing virus (DWV). The spread of Varroa changed the status of DWV from a 
relatively benign pathogen with a low prevalence to one of the most prevalent viral pathogens now 
found in honeybees that have been previously exposed to Varroa. The fatal combination of an 
uncontrolled Varroa population and DWV has being responsible for the collapse of millions of 
honeybee colonies across the globe, including the vast majority of feral colonies in the Northern 
Hemisphere. However, beekeeper education has now resulted in control measures that consistently 
maintain Varroa levels below the economic thresholds. Does this mean that in light of the reported 
continuing decline in honeybee populations that Varroa and DWV can be removed as primary drivers 
in favour of other drivers such as pesticides or climate change? I will present the recent evidence 
from the European Union of what is perceived by beekeepers as their major threats and scientific 
evidence, or lack of, for the affects of DWV on the wider insect community and synergistic effects 
with other divers such as diseases or those associated with environmental issues, e.g. pesticides. 
